
T
he

 R
iv
al
s D

ir
e
c
t

e
D
 

b
y
 P

e
t

e
r
 

N
o

r
b

u
r
y

b
y
  

r
ic

h
a

r
D
 b

r
iN

s
le

y
 

s
h

e
r
iD

a
N

O
n 

to
ur

20
08  80
th

 

se
as

on
 

8th
 

su
m

m
er

to
ur

 

au
nt

on
 h

es
pi

an
s

T

DirecteD 
by Peter 
Norbury

aunton
 hespiansT On tour 2008
The Rivals

Sheridan’s gloriouſly funny ſideſwipe at the loves & 
lives of 18th Century Bath is an ideal divertiſſement for 
a ſummer’s evening. Collect friends & a moveable feast 

(with a glaſs of wine – or a flagon of ale – to waſh it 
down), ſit back under the stars. Come and enjoy with 

us this June the ſpectacle that is –
Taunton Theſpians’ 8th Annual Tour

Full details overleaF

by  
richarD briNsley 
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2008 is the 80
th anniverſary of Taunton Th

eſpians’ first 
product

ion, Tilly of Bloom
ſbury, and is alſo our eighth 

ſucceſſive Sum
m

er Tour. 
Th

is year’s product
ion, Th

e R
ivals -

 Sheridan’s gloriouſly 
funny ſideſw

ipe at the loves &
 lives of 18

th C
entury Bath, 

is an ideal divertiſſem
ent for a ſum

m
er’s evening. C

ollect
 

friends &
 a m

oveable feaſt (w
ith a glaſs of w

ine - or a flagon 
of ale - to w

aſh
 it dow

n), offl
oad your ſtreſs &

 ſtrife, ſit back 
under the ſtars &

 enjoy the ſpect
acle. 

D
ates in June, venues and prices are:

Tueſday 17
th . . . . . . .Bishops H

ull, Taunton 
W

edneſday 18
th. . . . . .C

leeve A
bbey, R

oadw
ater 

Th
urſday 19

th. . . . . . .Fyne C
ourt, Broom

ſield
Saturday 21

st . . . . . . .Lovibonds Farm
, Burrow

bridge 
Tueſday 24

th . . . . . . .G
lastonbury A

bbey
W

edneſday 25
th. . . . . .M

uchelney A
bbey, Langport

Th
urſday 26

th. . . . . . .Th
e C

leve H
otel, W

ellington
Friday 27

th . . . . . . . .C
ounty M

uſeum
, Taunton

A
ll perform

ances start at 7.30pm
A

dvance T
ickets: £9 Full Price, £8 C

onceſſions
Box O

ffi
ces: Brewhouſe 01823 283244, 

Taunton T
IC

 01823 336344

Full details are on our web site: 
w

w
w.tauntonthespians.org.uk

together w
ith inform

ation about our M
urder M

ysteries 
and cabaret group, D

éjà R
evue. 

If you have any com
m

ents or questions, or no longer 
w

ish to receive these postcards, please feel free to call 
the Secretary of Taunton Th

espians on 01823 322440 or 
e-m

ail secretary@
tauntonthespians.org.uk

A
pril 2008

To all our friends
and ſupporters

Registered Charity N
o 800217

For the eighth year in ſucceſſion, Taunton Theſpians are bringing a 
claſſic drama to ſtunning locations across Somerſet. This year, 2008, is 
alſo Theſpians’ 80th ſeaſon, ſo come along and join our celebrations!
Sheridan’s wonderful comedy, The Rivals, is ſet amidst the conſpicuous 
conſumption of 18th century Bath. People would travel there oſtenſibly 
to partake of the healing waters. In reality, Bath was the Georgian Las 
Vegas, a party town and den of iniquity...
Of the central characters, Lydia Languish and Captain Jack Abſolute, 
Lydia is obſeſſed with the romantick idea of love she finds in popular 
novels. This draws her into a relationſhip with a poor ſoldier called 
Enſign Beverly. But all is not as it ſeems. 
Mrs Malaprop (one of comedy’s greatest creations) wants Lydia to 
marry for financial reaſons and has arranged a marriage with the ſon of 
Sir Anthony Abſolute – none other than Jack. When Lydia finds out 
who Enſign Beverly really is, she refuſes to marry him, clinging to her 
romantick notions of eloping with a poor ſoldier.
Add into this the neurotic Faulkland, forever testing Julia’s love for 
him, the loud and cowardly Bob Acres, longtime ſuitor of Lydia (who 
enlists the aid of his friend, Jack Abſolute, as a go-between against his 
new rival, “Enſign Beverly”) and the wonderfully bombastic Sir Lucius 
O’Trigger (also after Lydia’s hand) and confuſion will reign. And where 
confuſion leads, laughter follows.

P444p

Open Air Public Performances In June, 7.30pm Nightly
Tueſday 17th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bishops Hull, Taunton
Wedneſday 18th .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cleeve Abbey, Roadwater
Thurſday 19th .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fyne Court, Broomfield
Saturday 21st . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lovibonds Farm, Burrowbridge
Tueſday 24th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glastonbury Abbey
Wedneſday 25th.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Muchelney Abbey, Langport 
Thurſday 26th .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Cleve Hotel, Wellington
Friday 27th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . County Muſeum, Taunton

Advance Tickets £9 Full Price, £8 Conceſsions
Box Office: Brewhouſe 01823 283244, Taunton TIC 01823 336344
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